Arlington - Playful City

What do you think makes a playful city? Arlington, Texas was given the title of “playful city” because of
its theme parks, world famous pro-sports arena, and lake recreation.

As the Amtrak passes the east side of Arlington, take a look to the north and you might be able to see a
few thrill seekers riding roller coasters on the horizon. This Six Flags over Texas is one of the three Six
Flags theme parks in Texas. The phrase ‘six flags’ represents the six countries that ruled over the
territory we know as Texas, including a period when it was its own independent republic. Though the
sprawling theme park is exciting, there is another man-made attraction that has recently stolen the
spotlight in Arlington- the Cowboys Stadium.

Construction finished on this 1.5 billion dollar, history-making stadium in May of 2009. The stadium is
located on the north-east side of Arlington and is the largest domed stadium in the world; seating up to
110,000 fans. Jerry Jones, the Dallas Cowboys owner and funder of most of the stadium’s construction,
wanted it to be aesthetically pleasing both inside and out, representing the future and technology. There
is one giant piece of technology that has made this colossal stadium even more famous; hanging in the
center of the dome is a 60-yard long video board on which fans can watch up close game coverage. With
a well-trained event staff, the stadium is transformed to host a variety of events like college football
games, monster truck rallies, and even the occasional garden show. The city of Arlington wants tourism
and recreation to reign in their city, so to approve the Cowboys Stadium the city raised the hotel and car
rental tax to assist with construction costs.

Just a few miles away from the Cowboys Stadium is Lake Arlington. The Arlington Recreation and
Parks department created the first paddling trail in the Dallas Fort Worth area on Lake Arlington. The trail
was built for area residents to get outside and enjoy the lake, and its a local hot spot for jet skiing, boating,
and fishing.

The city of Arlington and the surrounding communities have taken great strides to develop as a center for
recreation and fun. With the help of local support and funding the attractions built here have put this area
on the map for sports fans, recreationists, and thrill seekers. While passing through the Dallas Fort-Worth
area keep an eye out for some of the attractions that make this a playful city.

Source(s):

Dike, D. (2009). Inside NFL’s most expensive stadium. Ballparks.com. Retrieved on January 14, 2011 from
http://football.ballparks.com/NFL/DallasCowboys/newindex.htm

City of Arlington. (2011). Guide to Lake Arlington. Retrieved on January 13, 2011 from
http://imww.arlingtontx.gov/park/guides/lakearlington/index.html

Texas- It’s Like a Whole Other Country (2010). 50States.com- Marchex Inc. Retrieved on December 29, 2010, retrieved from:
http://www.50states.com/texas.htm.

Phillips, R. (2010). Cowboy Stadium celebrates its first anniversary. Dallascowboys.com. Retrieved on January 13, 2011 from
http://www.dallascowboys.com/news/news.cfm?id=051CC976-047B-A997-A710D0849991257C



Author(s):

Written by Andria N. Godfrey (Graduate Student) and Lauren Lognion (Undergraduate Student) in the Department of Recreation,
Park and Tourism Sciences at Texas A&M University, as part of a National Park Service Trails and Rails project funded by
Amtrak, 2011.



