
Lewis and Clark Base Camp 

Try to picture the land outside the train windows as it might have looked to Lewis and Clark in 1803.  

They were about to leave the rough, but relatively comfortable, forts and settlements near the Mississippi 

River and set off west into unknown territory.  Outside Hartford, Illinois, the train passes close to Camp 

River Dubois, their home for nearly four months as they prepared for the expedition. 

Source(s): 

National Park Service. (n.d.). The Louisiana Purchase in The Louis and Clark Journey of Discovery.  Retrieved December 1, 

2010 from http://www.nps.gov/archive/jeff/lewisclark2/circa1804/heritage/louisianapurchase/louisianapurchase.htm . 

Wikipedia. (2010). Lewis and Clark Expedition.  Retrieved December 8, 2010 from 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lewis_and_Clark_Expedition . 

Wikipedia. (2010).  The Louisiana Purchase.  Retrieved December 1, 2010 from http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Louisiana_Purchase 

. 

Author(s): 

Written by Susan G. Scott, Lecturer in the Department of Recreation, Park and Tourism Sciences at Texas A&M University, as 

part of a National Park Service Trails and Rails project funded by Amtrak, 2010.


